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IN THE CLAIMS 


Claims 1 and 7-11 are amended by this response. 
Claims 2-5 have been previously amended. 
Claim 6 is cancelled by this response. 
New cialm 12 is added by this response. 

• . A—,.. ^ .> 1 . Curren ) A device for _ 

detecting the position of a selector lever, dn which the selector 
lever is connected "to a device that emits a signal to an 
evaluation device in a desired position of the selector lever, 
wherein the selector lever (1) is connected to a first diaphragm 
(2, 3) (2) and a second diaphragm (3), said first and second 
diaphragms (2,3) arranged in the a beam path between an optical 
transmitter (18) and an optical receiver (9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14), 
the diap^r^gm/^2 , 3), which follow^ movement of the selector 
lever (1) , being optically transparent in the desired position of 
the selector lever (1) , as a result of which the optical receiver 
(9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) receives the signal from the optical 
transmitter (18) and transmits it to the evaluation device (15)^ 
wherein there is one said diaphragm (2, 3) for each direction of 
motion of the selector lever (1) . 


2. (previously amended) The device as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein there is a said optical receiver (9, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14) for each position of the selector lever (1) 
to be determined, and an opening (5, 6, 7) in the^J^iapjiracma (2, 


3) is moved over the optical receivers (9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) 
when the selector lever (1) is moved. 


3. {previously amended) The device as 
claimed in claim 2, wherein the optical receivers (9 ; 10 , 11 V 12 , 

13, 14) are arranged in a fixed manner on a carrier element (8) 
, sequence of motion of the . ^le^lo^^e^^)^.-^ 

4. (previously amended) The device as 
claimed in claim 3, wherein the evaluation device (15) connected 
to the optical receivers (9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) is arranged on 
said carrier element (8) . 


5. (previously amended) The device as 
claimed in claim 3, wherein at least one sajL<3Lppti cal transj nitter \ 
(18) is arranged on the carrier element (8), an optical signal of 
which is deviatable onto the. diaphragm (2, 3) by a light guide. 


Claim 6 (Cancelled) 

sT^. (Currently Amended) The device as 
claimed in claim € 1, wherein the diaphragms (2, 3) are movable 
in mechanical isolation from one another. 
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X. (Currently Amended) The device as 

X 

claimed in claim /, wherein the second of aaid diaphragms 
diaphragm (3), follows the selector lever (1) in an approximately 
vertical direction (y) , and has two optically transparent 
openings (6, 7), vertical movement of the selector lever (1) 
being converted into a circular-arc-like movement" of the 
diaphragm (3) . 

jf. (Currently Amended). The device as 
claimed in claim 5, wherein the light guide covers is provided to 
cover an extended area to ensure uniform distribution of the 
optical signal over the dia p hragms first and second diaphragms 
(2, 3) . 

10. (Currently Amended) The A device as 
e laim e d in claim 2, for detecting the position of a selector 
lever, in which the selector lever is connected to a device tha t 
emits a signal to an evaluation devi ce in a desired position of 
the selector lever, wherein the selector lever (1) is connecte d 
to first diaphragm (2) and a second diaph ragm (3), said first and 
^ second diaphragms (2,3) arranged in a bea m path between an 
y ^ optical transmitter (18) and an opt ical receiver (9, 10 , 11 , 12, 
^ ^ ' 13. 14), £ne diaphragms (2 . 3), which follows 7 move ment of the 

selector lever (1) . being optically transp arent in the desired 
position of the selector lever (1). as a r esult of which the 
optical receiver (9, 10. 11, 12. 13, 1 4) receives the signal from 
the optical transmitter (18) and transmits it to the evaluation 
device (15) , 
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(9, 10. 11. 12, 13. 14) for each position of the selector lever | VyP 



(1) to be determined, and an opening (5. 6, 7) in^t he diaphragm 6 >J ^P 
(2. 3) is moved over the optical receivers (9 . 10, 11. 12. 13, 
14) when the selector lever (1) is moved, and 

wherein there is one said diaphragm (2, 


3) for each direction ,of -inotiqn^ 


v ^- --v. - -7 

(Currently Amended) .The. n dey^ 

claimed in claim 5, wherein ther e is on e said diaphragm (2, 3) 

f o r e a e h dir ec ti o n o f m o ti o n o f th e sele c t o r lev er (1) , the 

diaphragms (2, 3) are movable in mechanical isolation from one 
another, the second of said diaphragms (3) follows the selector 
lever (1) in an approximately vertical direction (y) and has two 
optically transparent said openings (6, 7), vertical movement of 
the selector lever (1) being converted into a circular-arc like 
movement of the diaphragm (3), and the light guide covers an 
extended area to ensure uniform distribution of the optical 
signal over the diaphragms (2, 3) . 

ii 

(New) A device for detecting the 
position of a selector lever, in which the selector lever is 
connected to a device that emits a signal to an evaluation device 
in a desired position of the selector lever, wherein the selector 
lever (1) is connected to first diaphragm (2) and a second 
diaphragm (3), said first and second diaphragms (2,3) arranged in 
the beam path between an optical transmitter (18) and an optical 
receiver (9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14), the diaphragm (2, 3), which 
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follows movement of the selector lever (1), being optically- 
transparent in the desired position of the selector lever (1) , as 
a result of which the optical receiver (9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) 
receives the signal from the optical transmitter (18) and 
transmits it to the evaluation device (15) , 

wherein there is a said optical receiver 
(9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) for each position of the selector lever (^\ 
(1) to be determined, and an opening (5, 6, 7) in the ^la^ragnP ft ^ 
(2, 3) is moved over the optical receivers (9, 10, 11, 12 > 13, 
14) when the selector lever (1) is moved, 

wherein the optical receivers (9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14) are arranged in a fixed manner on a carrier 
element (8) in accordance with sequence of motion of the selector 
lever (1) , and 

wherein there is one said diaphragm (2, 
3) for each direction of motion of the selector lever (1) , the 
diaphragms (2, 3) are movable in mechanical isolation from one 
another, the second of said diaphragms (3) follows the selector 
lever (1) in an approximately vertical direction (y) and has two 
optically transparent said openings (6, 7), vertical movement of ^ 
the selector lever (1) being converted into a circular-arc like^ 
movement of the diaphragm (3), and, J^Jj^ght^gu^de is provided to 
cover an extended area to ensure uniform distribution of the 
optical signal over the diaphragms (2, 3) . 
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